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THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY �

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH AND 

COMFORT:  Jack Dunn, Anthony Rigoglioso, Greg Licalzi, Fr. 

Nick Cirillo, Dino Capilupi, and Alberta Gregus .�

�

FOR THE PROTECTION AND SAFE RETURN OF THOSE 

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:  Joshua Jugler, Michael 

Ayala Lopez, and Michael Moreira.  �

PARISH STAFF�

Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor�

Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Rev. Karol Ksiazek, Parochial Vicar�

Fr.Karol@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Deacon Jeffrey J. Font�

DcnJeff@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr.�

DcnLou@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Deacon Peter J. Kuhn�

DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Deacon William J. Shaughnessy�

DcnBill@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary�

RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator�

PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant�

KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com�

David Kendall, Director of Music�

Music Director@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Arianna Carlo, Choir Director�

Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator�

rortega@ctunitedyouth.com�

�

PARISH OFFICE�

Phone: 203.775.1035 � Fax: 203.775.1684�

Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com�

Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com�

Mail:� 163 Whisconier Road�

� Brookfield, CT 06804�

Office Closed until further notice�

� Emergencies: (203)209�4908�

Mass Schedule:� All Public Masses Suspended. Masses live

�streamed on the Parish Website at the following times:�

                              Saturday Vigil � 5:00 PM�

Sunday�7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 AM; 5:00 PM�

Monday�Friday �  6:45 AM  & 8:45 AM�

Saturday � 8:00 AM Only�

Confessions:      Tuesday: 7:00�8:00 PM �

                                Saturday: 4:00�4:45 PM �

� �

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�Suspended�

1

st

 Sunday of the Month,  3:45�4:45 PM for the Unborn�

Tuesdays, 7:00�8:00 PM  for Youth and Vocations�

�

SAINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC ACADEMY�

Ms. Pamela Fallon, Director of Education�

Phone: 203.775.2774 � � Fax: 203.775.5810�

pfallon@sjsbrookfield.org�

COVID�19  (Coronavirus)�

Precautions�

As a precaution against Coronavirus infection, the fol-

lowing measures have been implemented at St. Joseph 

Church until further notice:�

�� The Parish Office is closed. Emergencies: (203)209�

4908.�

�� All public Masses have been suspended. Fr. O’Neill 

and Fr. Karol will continue to celebrate weekend and 

daily Masses at all the regularly scheduled times and 

they will be live�streamed via the parish website:  

www.stjosephbrookfield.com.�

��  The Seven Last Words of Christ (Mondays, 7:00�

8:00 PM) and Stations of the Cross  (Fridays, 7:00 

PM) also will be live�streamed.�

�� All other parish events/meetings/classes have been 

suspended until further notice.�

�� The church will be open during the day for private/

personal prayer.�

Mondays in Lent - 7:00-8:00 PM 

(Live-Streamed at www.stjosephbrookfield.com)    

Presented by Saint Joseph Clergy 

Exposition  of the Blessed Sacrament 

Scripture Reading & Homily  

Meditation, Benediction & Reposition 

~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 

March 30 / Deacon Jeff � I thirst. (John 19:28) and It 

is finished. (John 19:30)�

April 6 / Deacon Bill � Father, into thy hands I commit 

my spirit. (Luke 23:46) 

Live�Streaming�

Stations of the Cross�

Fridays in Lent at 7:00 PM�

�

www.stjosephbrookfield.com�
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Sunday, Mar 29, 2020�

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT; 

THIRD SCRUTINY OF THE 

ELECT�

Awakening�

The moment of waking from a 

nightmare is suffused with relief. 

Whoever was chasing you dissolves, and whatever threatened harm 

has vanished. Grief and loss, however, can be living nightmares from 

which we’re unable to shake ourselves awake. Yet as the Scrutiny pray-

ers for our Elect this Sunday affirm, the “horror of sin, which distorts 

life” is indeed an evil from which we can escape. Death has an end, and 

love will have its victory. We pray with our Elect for freedom from all 

paths that lead to death and a greater attraction to the ways that re-

store life.�

TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 37:12�14; Romans 8:8�11; John 11:1�

45 (34). “Whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”�

�

Monday, Mar 30, 2020�

LENTEN WEEKDAY�

Get into the Spirit�

On this day in 1990, Sister Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A. died but the voice 

that nurtured countless thousands was not silenced. Before Sister 

Thea, black Catholics were expected to give up their music, dance, and 

spiritual testifying because these were suspiciously “Protestant” cus-

toms. She restored their identity, shaped it through the Institute of 

Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University, and shared it with those of 

other backgrounds. Shortly before her death, Thea spoke to the U.S. 

Conference of Catholic Bishops from her wheelchair. In the last five 

minutes of that talk, Thea led�the visibly moved bishops in singing 

“We Shall Overcome.” Thea called the spirituals she grew up with 

“bonfires to warm chilly nights.” Such songs of hope warm a few 

hearts as well. Today, more than ever, we need a�spirit�filled song.��

TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 13:1�9, 15�17, 19�30, 33�62 or 13:41c�

62; John 8:1�11 (251). “Neither do I condemn you.”�

�

Tuesday, Mar 31, 2020�

LENTEN WEEKDAY�

I am vs. I AM�

John’s gospel uses the term “I AM” to identify Jesus. That’s a refer-

ence to the Exodus story when God revealed the divine presence to 

Moses using the name “I AM.”�So the presence of Christ in us, in our 

humanity, is the “I AM” who is with us. Of course there’s another “I 

am” who is the self, our ego. That’s the conflict. Just as John the Bap-

tist said, “He must increase and I must decrease,” the best thing we 

can do is surrender the “I am” in us to the “I AM” who is Christ.�

TODAY’S READINGS: Numbers 21:4�9; John 8:21�30 (252). “When 

you lift up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I AM.”�

�

Wednesday, Apr 01, 2020�

LENTEN WEEKDAY�

Freedom’s not just another word�

“Truth will set you free” and other heady thoughts about freedom are 

abundant in today’s gospel. Across the centuries, the Catholic Church 

has had a lot to say about freedom (though, admittedly, it also has 

remained silent at times when it should have spoken out). A founda-

tion for much of that thought springs from the concept that God has 

granted human beings freedom to choose between good and evil, and 

the “more one does what is good, the freer one becomes,” as the Cate-

chism of the Catholic Church puts it (http://www.vatican.va/archive/

ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c1a3.htm). �Though current condi-

tions require most of us to sacrifice some of our mobility and sociabil-

ity for now, remember the real keys to freedom are truth and good-

ness. Have a little faith and see where it gets you.�

�

WEDNESDAY’S READINGS: Daniel 3:14�20, 91�92, 95; John 8:31�

42 (253). “If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”�

�

Thursday, Apr 02, 2020�

FRANCIS OF PAOLA, HERMIT�

Vegan before vegan was a thing�

The movement toward organic farming and more humane animal 

husbandry has raised our awareness of the impact of our food pro-

duction on the vast chain of creation. Saint Francis of Paola intuited 

this more than 500 years ago, when he founded the religious order of 

Minims, “the least,” in the spirit of the “Lesser Brothers” of Saint 

Francis of Assisi. In addition to the usual monastic vows, Minims 

take a fourth vow to abstain from meat, eggs, and dairy products, not 

only to practice a “Lenten way of life,” but also in an effort to “do no 

harm” to other living beings. Bring a bit of the spirit of the Minims to 

your dining table.�

TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 17:3�9; John 8:51�59 (254). “They 

picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid and went out of the 

temple area.”�

�

Friday, Apr 03, 2020�

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE�

Banish the bullying�

Growing up, it seemed that every school, every playground had that 

kid�you know the one, the bully. That child taunted, picked on, and 

terrorized others. Unfortunately, as adults, we see bullies too in our 

workplaces, our relationships, on social media, in political life, and so 

on. As Catholics, we have a religious duty to take a stand against bul-

lies. “Life, especially human life, belongs to God; whoever attacks 

human life attacks God’s very self” (Evangelium vitae §9). The 

Church calls us to stop bullying in all its forms; that includes tweets 

and other social media. Pope Francis challenges us: “What is it within 

us that pushes us to mock and mistreat others weaker than we are?” 

Be especially conscious today of the way you treat others.�

TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 20:10�13; John 10:31�42 (255). “I 

have shown you many good works from my Father. For which of 

these are you trying to stone me?”�

�

Saturday, Apr 04, 2020�

ISIDORE OF SEVILLE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE 

CHURCH�

Go down in history�

It is amazing the impact one learned person can have on the course of 

history. Because sixth�century Isidore of Seville was a dedicated 

scholar and shared his erudition with others in dictionaries, encyclo-

pedias, and great histories, much of the ancient world’s wisdom was 

preserved during the chaotic Middle Ages. He was sometimes called 

the “Schoolmaster of the Middle Ages” because his writings were 

used as textbooks for nine centuries! Perhaps more remarkable, he 

combined this great learning with an equal sense of compassion and 

charity toward those less fortunate. We too face chaotic times that 

call for that compassion and charity from each of us.�

TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 37:21�28; John 11:45�56 (256). 

“What are we going to do? This man is performing many signs.”�
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SJCA SPRING �

GATHERING RAFFLE!�

�

Grand Prize � $2,500�

2nd Place Prize � $1,000�

3rd Place Prize � $500�

�

Tickets on sale online through Saturday, April 4, 2020. 

All proceeds support the school’s academic and enrich-

ment programs as well as school operations.�

�

TICKETS PRICED AT $25 EACH�

�

Purchase Tickets Online at:�

https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/sjcaraffle1920�

URGENT!!�

Volunteers Needed�

Our Mary Martha ministry is in need of one or two volun-

teers to wash and prepare altar linens.  The commitment � 

once every five or six weeks � involves picking up soiled 

linens at the church on Monday morning, washing and 

ironing/starching, and returning pressed linens to the 

church on Tuesday. Detailed instructions will be provided.  

If interested, please contact Deacon Peter at the Parish 

Office: (203)775�1035, ext. 104, or dcnpeter@stjoseph 

brookfield.com�

5th Sunday in Lent�

�

Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us 

that doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we 

experience death, whether it be the physical death of 

someone we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a job, 

or a broken dream. As we are going through these death 

experiences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out to 

God to make it better and fix it! We think that the prop-

er order of life is to maintain the things of this world, 

especially those things that are essential to our sense of 

well�being and security. We do not like change. The 

grieving that comes from our death experiences can 

keep us stuck and in despair. If we have lost something 

or someone of great value, the very meaning and es-

sence of life is lost with them. We need gentle compan-

ions to lift us from despair and that is precisely who 

God desires to be in our life as well.�

�

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 

closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” 

He desperately wants to show us the path to hope and 

the new life that is possible after loss and death. But our 

faith can be weak, and we still prefer to cling to the 

memory of what we had rather than the joyful possibili-

ties of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God is not 

real and that the transformative power of His resurrect-

ed presence is a story found in the Bible rather than a 

narrative unfolding in our lives.�

�

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God opens 

new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates new 

verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend so much 

time and energy ruminating over what we left behind 

yesterday that we are far too tired to see what can un-

fold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t negate our 

past loves. Embracing the love of a person, God, or life 

itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love of yesterday. 

Each of our loves is different, and one cannot be re-

placed by another. They don’t cancel each other out. 

God truly has tended to every detail of our lives, and if 

we listen to each detail, we find that they all lead us 

back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of our closed�

up tombs. Are we going to listen this time?�

SJCA NEWS!�

Registration is now online for the 

2020�2021 School year!  Please con-

tact Lisa Sweeting, SJCA Admissions 

Coordinator,  at lsweet-

ing@sjsbrookfield.org or 203�775�

2774. Visit our website at 

www.sjsbrookfield.org.�

THE CATHOLIC FAITH. ON DEMAND.�

Get thousands of movies, programs,�

audio and books instantly.�

�

FREE on the St. Joseph Website�

www.stjosephbrookeld.com�
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With the suspension of public Masses, you 

can imagine the impact on our parish of not 

having an in�church Sunday offertory.  The 

Online Giving option has been � and will 

continue to be � a vital lifeline for St. Jo-

seph Church and we are grateful to the 

hundreds of parishioners who have joined 

Online Giving over the past several years. �

�

We are excited to announce that Online 

Giving has gotten even better with the in-

troduction of Text�to�Give. With this fea-

ture, type in the telephone number � 203�

457�6036 � and type in the amount you 

wish to give in the message box. Your trans-

action will be processed through the Online 

Giving account associated with the phone 

number. If your phone number is not rec-

ognized, you can easily continue without an 

account, or associate your number with an 

existing account, or create an account.�

HOLY 

WEEK 

Bishop Caggiano has issued the following directive to all par-

ishes in the Diocese of Bridgeport:�

�

“I am sorry to inform you that there will be no liturgical cele-

brations in the presence of the lay faithful for Holy Week, the 

Triduum and Easter this year. More specifically, the tempo-

rary suspension of all public celebration of Mass will remain 

in effect through April 30

th

, unless otherwise notified.”�

�

The following schedule has been established for St. Joseph 

Church. **�

�

�� PALM SUNDAY (April 4�5): Masses will be celebrated at 

5 PM Saturday and 7:30, 9:00 & 11 AM and 5 PM on 

Sunday. Palms will be blessed but held in reserve for dis-

tribution at a later date to be announced.  Bishop Cag-

giano’s Palm Sunday Mass will be available on the Dioce-

san website at 8:00 AM on Sunday, April 5.�

�� HOLY THURSDAY (April 9):  No morning Mass.  Morn-

ing Prayer at 8:00 AM. The Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated at 7:00 PM. There will be no washing 

of the feet and no procession of the Blessed Sacrament to 

an Altar of Repose. The church will be closed at the con-

clusion of the liturgy. Bishop Caggiano’s celebration of 

the Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be available on the 

Diocesan website at 7:00 PM.�

�� GOOD FRIDAY (April 10): No morning Mass. Morning 

Prayer at 8:00 AM. The celebration of the Passion of the 

Lord will take place at 3:00 PM.  Stations of the Cross at  

7:00 PM.�

�� HOLY SATURDAY (April 11):  No morning Mass. Morn-

ing Prayer at 8:00 AM. Blessing of Easter Food at Noon 

outside the church, weather permitting. The Easter Vigil 

in the Holy Night will be celebrated at 7:00 PM. (The cel-

ebration of Easter Sacraments for the Elect and Candi-

dates will be postponed to a later date.) Bishop Cag-

giano’s celebration of the East Vigil Mass will be available 

on the Diocesan website at 7:00 PM.�

�� EASTER SUNDAY (April 12): Masses at 7:30, 9:00 and 

11:00 AM. No 5:00 PM Mass on Easter Sunday.�

�

** All Holy Week liturgies will be streamed live on the 

parish website.�
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PARISH MINISTRIES �

Liturgy �

Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035�

Choir Director � Arianna Carlo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035 �

Faith Formation and Sacraments �

Religious Education  Coord. � Ms. Pat Smith . . . . 203.775.1035, ext. 107 �

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035�

Scheduling Baptisms � Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . . 203.775.1035, ext. 101 �

Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035�

Prayer & Devotion �

Men’s Retreat � Mr. Peter Brady  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.740.1243 �

Women’s Retreat � Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.740.9428 �

Men of St. Joseph � Mr. Carl Monti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.740.9544 �

Parish Councils and Administration �

Parish Council � Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . . .917.514.5974 �

Finance Council � Mr. Frank Cavalea, Chairman. . . . . . . . .203.482.5563 �

Other Ministries & Organizations �

8

th

 Station Bereavement Ministry �

 � Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203�775�9138 �

 � Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203�775�4836 �

Knights of Columbus � Mr. Patrick Jennings  . . . . . . . . . . .203.240.2425 �

Mary�Martha Ministry � Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.2335 �

Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group � Mrs. Barb Roeder . 203.740.9428 �

Outreach to Sick/Shut�In � Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT .. 203.794.1486  �

Monday, March 30�

6:45 AM � �

8:45 AM � Helen Fiddner, req. by Geraldine Coakley�

Tuesday, March 31�

6:45 AM � Esther Magner, req. by Joan Magner�

8:45 AM � John Pertelesi, req. by Margaret McCabe�

Wednesday, April 1�

6:45 AM � �

8:45 AM � John Bagley, req. by Anna Verlezza�

Thursday, April 2�

6:45 AM � Agnes Wojciechowski, req. by Betty Wojciechowski�

8:45 AM � Intentions of our Parishioners�

Friday, April 3�

6:45 AM � �

8:45 AM � Fernando Farias, Jr., req. by Maria Fernandes�

Saturday, April 4�

8:00 AM � Gaetana Fallo, req. by Joanne Cullen �

5:00 PM � Clementine Scogna, req. by Janice Leggett�

Sunday, April 5 � Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord�

7:30 AM � Lorraine Martin, req. by Jack & Liz Doyle�

9:00 AM � Thomas Murphy, req. by his daughters�

11:00 AM � Frank Greco, req. by Mike & Kathy O’Rourke�

5:00 PM � George Marino, req. by Matt & Maureen Farrell and 

family�
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�

Another day cooped 

up in the house 

without sports.�

�

Found a lady sitting 

on my couch. �

Apparently she’s �

my wife.�

�

She seems nice.�

NOTICE:  MASS INTENTIONS�

Despite the suspension of public Masses, the 

priest celebrant at the private weekend and �

daily Masses will continue to offer the Mass for 

the intention requested.�


