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They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and 

on entering the house they saw the Child 

with Mary His mother. They prostrated 

themselves and did Him homage. Then 

they opened their treasures and offered 

Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

MT 2:10-11 
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PARISH STAFF 

Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor 

Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Rev. Karol Ksiazek, Parochial Vicar 

Fr.Karol@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Je�rey J. Font 

DcnJe�@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr. 

Dcnlou@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Peter J. Kuhn 

DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon William J. Shaughnessy 

DcnBill@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary 

RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator 

PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant 

KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper 

chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com 

David Kendall, Director of Music 

Music Director@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Arianna Carlo, Choir Director 

Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator 

rortega@ctunitedyouth.com 

  

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 203.775.1035  Fax: 203.775.1684 

Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com 

Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com 

                    Mail: 163 Whisconier Road 

 Brookfield, CT 06804 

O�ice Open 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday 

Emergencies: (203)209-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

In-Church seating by reservation only via the 

Parish Website. Reservations open Wednesday. 

All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website on 

their regular schedule: 

Saturday Vigil – 5:00 PM 

Sunday-7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 AM and 5:00 PM 

Monday-Friday - 6:45 and 8:45 AM; 

Saturday - 8:00 AM Only 

Sign-in only for weekday Masses 

CONFESSIONS:      Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM  

Saturday: 4:00-4:45 PM 

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION 

We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass – following the 

closing hymn – and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for 

Peace: in our World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also 

pray the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and 

reparation in our Church. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism – The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays 

at 12:30 PM. A Pre-Baptism class is required for both parents 

prior to the Baptism of their first child. Register with the Parish 

O%ice: 203.775.1035. 

 

Marriage – Weddings generally are celebrated on Friday 

evening or Saturday a+ernoons and must be scheduled at least 

six months in advance. Please do not make final arrangements 

for your reception prior to contacting the Parish O�ice. 

 

R.C.I.A. – Interested in becoming a Catholic? Call the Parish 

O%ice. 

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY  

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH AND 

COMFORT:  Theresa Von Thaden, John Rooney, Giovanna 

Roberto, Fr. Nick Cirillo, and Alberta Gregus. 

  

FOR THE PROTECTION AND SAFE RETURN OF THOSE SERVING 

IN THE ARMED FORCES:  Joshua Jugler, Michael Ayala Lopez, 

Kurt Mann and Michael Moreira.   

JANUARY 1, 2021 
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Sunday, Jan 03, 2021 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Bless this new year of grace 

Some things are worth taking the time to do. A�er enduring the 

manifold burdens of this past year, few of us will need persuading 

that the annual Epiphany Blessing of the Home is a ritual worth 

investing in. Gather your housemates if living with others. Down-

load a home blessing ritual or create one yourself, using symbols 

especially meaningful to your participants. Which household items 

became especially significant during the pandemic and call for a 

special blessing? A cloth mask, a bar of soap, and Netflix may be 

featured as items of peculiar yet holy purpose in this year’s rites 

everywhere. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 

2:1-12 (20). “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come.” 

 

Monday, Jan 04, 2021 

ELIZABETH ANN SETON, RELIGIOUS 

Preserve the legacy 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first U.S.-born saint, started the country’s 

first Catholic girls’ school in Maryland, where she also founded the 

first American women’s religious community, the Sisters of Chari-

ty. All those “firsts” multiplied into an incredible legacy of parochi-

al education and religious life benefiting women that ripples to 

today. At Seton’s beatification, Pope John XXIII said, “she sowed a 

seed in America which by Divine Grace grew into a tree.” Perhaps 

you yourself are a beneficiary of her legacy. In the words of Pope 

Paul VI at her canonization, “Rejoice for your glorious daughter. Be 

proud of her. And know how to preserve her fruitful heritage.” 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 3:22—4:6; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 

(212). “He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 

proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom.” 

 

Tuesday, Jan 05, 2021 

JOHN NEUMANN, BISHOP 

Parishes for the people 

What would U.S. parishes look like without John Neumann, the 

first naturalized U.S. citizen and bishop who was canonized? As a 

seminarian in his native Bohemia, John cherished Saint Paul’s mis-

sionary epistles from the Bible and longed to serve the United 

States as a missionary. His wish was granted. A�er John’s 1835 

ordination he began to set up parishes and a network of parochial 

schools in New York. He served Germans and Native Americans 

and also learned Gaelic and Italian to better serve parishioners in 

Baltimore and Philadelphia. He introduced the Forty Hours devo-

tion and set up parish missions for Lent. Ask John to pray for your 

parish today. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 (213). “They were 

like sheep without a shepherd, and He began to teach them many 

things.” 

 

Wednesday, Jan 06, 2021 

ANDRÉ BESSETTE, RELIGIOUS 

Open the door to new life 

So many have said that 2020 was a year of unprecedented chal-

lenges, marked by a pandemic that has taken lives and so much 

more, and a national election that challenged the U.S. belief in a 

united nation with liberty and justice for all. Though a new year is 

only the turn of a calendar page, it allows and encourages new life, 

new perspective, new hope, and new energy. Let the life of the 

gentle and humble Saint André Bessette—who spent many years 

as a doorman for his monastic community—be our inspiration. 

May compassion and love of neighbor guide us into this new year. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 (214). “If God so 

loved us, we also must love one another.” 

Thursday, Jan 07, 2021 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 

And now for a special announcement . . . 

Even in an age when people are bombarded with messages, an-

nouncements can have particular cachet. They appear over and 

over in the gospels, from angels announcing Christ’s birth to Jesus’ 

announcement in today’s gospel that He came to fulfill the words of 

Isaiah. The Church continues to make plenty of announcements, 

from the calendar items announced at Mass to “announcements” in 

the form of pastoral letters and encyclicals about how to live con-

temporary Christian life. You probably announced your faith in a 

formal way at your Confirmation. How can you “announce” Christ 

today through your words and actions? 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 4:19—5:4; Luke 4:14-22a (215). “He said 

to them, ‘Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.’”  

 

Friday, Jan 08, 2021 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 

Out of stillness, creation 

As the Christmas season draws to a close, some treasure its high-

lights, others dread the January “blahs,” and all of us could do well 

to follow Jesus’ model in the gospel. A�er He cures a leper, the 

crowds and the demands on Him increase. Many of us would plough 

into the need, then the adulation. Instead, He withdraws and re-

treats. This wintry season o@ers a time to withdraw and reflect. 

Think, for example, of the solitude necessary to create the kind of 

sacred art that Giotto was known for. He died on this day in 1337, so 

perhaps you can bring him to mind as you channel your own inner 

artist in the winter stillness. Create something new today! 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 (216). “But He 

would withdraw to deserted places to pray.” 

 

Saturday, Jan 09, 2021 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY 

Make space for Christ 

This is the final day of the Christmas season. But it’s always Christ-

mas, every day of the year. Christ comes in our humanity, born into 

our human flesh. We are always united with Christ in a communion 

of divinity and humanity, realized in Jesus, shared with us. We cele-

brate that communion in the central act of our worship: We eat and 

drink the Real Presence of Christ in us. But like John the Baptist pro-

claims in today’s gospel, that presence of Christ must increase in us 

as our own egos decrease. This is the way to fulfillment. Let Christ 

lead you today. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 John 5:14-21; John 3:22-30 (217). “He must 

increase; I must decrease.” 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

 “Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched franti-

cally on his dimly lit desk for the current electric bill. “I know I put 

it right on top of these papers this morning!” Growing in frustra-

tion and bordering on anger, he flies stu% around, moves books 

and opines why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, 

who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the light on, 

dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and behold, there is the elec-

tric bill right where Bob le+ it earlier. All it took was a little light! 

 We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are dis-

tracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, ap-

prehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvi-

ous. We would rather live our lives with the dimmest of lights or 

even in total darkness. Why are we afraid to do something so that 

we can actually see? It might help us to find quicker and better 

answers to problems, the meaning of life, relationships, happi-

ness, and what is ultimate truth. Yet, we stumble along, moving 

things from one side to the other, getting angry, feeling cheated, 

being unsettled, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once 

again. 

 “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preced-

ed them, until it came and stopped over the place where the 

child was.” The light has come into the world in the person of 

Jesus Christ! We no longer have to fumble in the darkness. We 

have been gi+ed with the illumination we need to see our way 

through things and find what we really are looking for. All these 

years later, however, so many are still reluctant to accept Him. 

Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied, stub-

born, apprehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has their own 

reason for not wanting to turn on the switch. 

 But there are so many answers to so many of our problems 

in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teaches us about 

God’s tender wedded relationship with humanity. It speaks to 

the expanse of God’s salvation across the globe, and the incar-

nate Divine wonders and blessings that are a part of our life mo-

ment to moment. It calls us to understand the design of world 

order God intended as found in the Beatitudes, the sacredness of 

every human life and all of creation and the meaning of things we 

struggle with most, like su%ering and death. We have a lot of 

Good News to share, not just with a privileged few but with all 

the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s healing word. 

God continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to find 

what you are really looking for! 
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NEW SPRING PROGRAM: 

“BEHOLDING YOUR KING” 

 

 St. Joseph’s women’s group 

is o�ering a new virtual (on 

Zoom) Walking with Purpose pro-

gram this spring: Beholding Your 

King.  Choose from either Tues-

day evenings from 7:15 - 9:00 or 

Wednesday mornings from 9:45 - 

11:30, beginning January 12 or 

13.  

 Register online at: stjo-

sephbrookfield.com/walking-

with-purpose (see “Use this link 

to register”), by Monday, January 

11, and see the link on that page 

to order your book. 

 Not sure? See what it’s about by joining us for the first 

session, a Connect Co�ee talk, by emailing us at 

wwpstjosbrookfield@gmail.com before January 12, so we 

can include you in the Zoom invitation and send you a 

copy of the first chapter of the book.  If you haven’t used 

Zoom before, let us know in the email, so we can send you 

some information to help you get set up. 

 Details are available on the parish website page noted 

above. If you have additional questions, call Barb Roeder 

at 203-740-9428.  

�
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THE ST. JOSEPH’S 2020 

ANNUAL COLLECTION 

Saint Joseph Parish’s 2020 Annual Collection 

has begun! This vital collection provides a 

much-needed addition to the weekly offertory 

which does not cover ongoing operating 

expenses and which has been significantly 

impacted this year by lower Mass attendance 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Annual 

Collection also helps fund the “extras” such as 

the AV equipment that has enabled us to 

stream all our Masses into your homes via the 

internet.  Letters from Father O’Neill, along 

with a pledge card have been sent to all parish 

families. Please return your gift card as soon as 

possible. If you have any questions, please call 

the Parish Office at 203-775-1035. 

$130,000 

�

Have you made your pledge? 

THE 2020 ST.  

JOSEPH ANNUAL 

COLLECTION 

(Amount pledged 

as of 12/28/2020) 

$118,514 

$118,514 

  (91%) 

COMING THIS JANUARY 

The Bible Timeline -  

The Story of Salvation 

 A�er a 5-year hiatus, the Bible Timeline 

returns through ZOOM classes to St. Joseph 

Church. The Bible Timeline® study program 

takes you on a guided journey through salvation 

history. Presenter Je% Cavins will show you how 

fourteen of the Bible’s narrative books tell the 

biblical story from beginning to end and will give 

you the keys to understanding the amazing story 

woven throughout Scripture.   

 Classes will be held from January - June on 

Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm  

 

For more information, please see Fr O’Neill’s 

video on the parish website 

at www.stjosephbrookfield.com. 

WEEKEND OF DEC. 19-20, 2020 

Sunday O ertory . . . . . . . . . . $10,767.30 

(Includes $5,591.50 in Online Giving) 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY  . . . . . . $26,829.00 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT . . . . . $5,216.00 

 

WEEKEND OF Dec. 26-27, 2020 

Sunday O ertory . . . . . . . . . . . $12,445.50 

(Includes $5,975.00 in Online Giving) 
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PARISH MINISTRIES  

Liturgy  

Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035 

Choir Director - Arianna Carlo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035  

Faith Formation and Sacraments  

Religious Education  Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . . . . 203.775.1035, ext. 107  

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035 

Scheduling Baptisms – Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . . 203.775.1035, ext. 101  

Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035 

Prayer & Devotion  

Men’s Retreat – Mr. Peter Brady  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.740.1243  

Women’s Retreat – Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.740.9428  

Men of St. Joseph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.740.9544  

Parish Councils and Administration  

Parish Council – Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . . .917.514.5974  

Finance Council – Mr. Frank Cavalea, Chairman. . . . . . . . .203.482.5563  

Other Ministries & Organizations  

8

th

 Station Bereavement Ministry  

  Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203-775-9138  

  Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203-775-4836  

Knights of Columbus – Mr. Patrick Jennings  . . . . . . . . . . .203.240.2425  

Mary-Martha Ministry – Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.2335  

Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group – Mrs. Barb Roeder . 203.740.9428  

Outreach to Sick/Shut-In – Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT .. 203.794.1486   
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HMOs in Heaven? 

�

 A doctor, a nurse, and the chief executive of an HMO 

died and were in line together at the pearly gates. St. Peter 

asked each one about the good they had done in their 

lives.  

 The doctor said, “I have devoted my life to the sick and 

needy and have had a part in caring for and healing thou-

sands of people.”  

 St. Peter replied, “That’s great. Welcome to heaven.”  

 The nurse chimed in, “I have supported the doctor and 

his patients my entire life as an adult. I’ve taken time to 

explain things to patients, and have helped them lead 

healthy lives.”  

 “Wonderful,” says St. Peter. “Welcome to heaven also. 

Please proceed in with the doctor.”  

 Then the executive said, “I was the president of a very 

large health maintenance organization. I was responsible 

for the healthcare of millions of people all over the coun-

try.”  

 St. Peter says, “Oh, I see. Please go on in ... but you can 

only stay two nights!” �

January 1, 2021 

Question: What is the di�erence between apostles and disci-

ples? 

 

Answer:   When we look at the gospel accounts of the life of Je-

sus, we see two special titles applied to his followers: apostles 

and disciples. At first glance, we might think that these two 

words are interchangeable, but when we look at what each one 

means, we quickly see that the evangelists were using them 

very specifically. When we look more closely, we see that while 

Jesus had many disciples, the group of apostles was much more 

limited and referred to Jesus’ closest collaborators.  

The word apostle essentially means “one who is sent forth” or, 

as we might think of it today, “an ambassador.” The group of 

apostles — sometimes called the Twelve — included those 

twelve men who formed Jesus’ inner circle (see Mark 3:13-14; 

Luke 6:12-13). It was this group that received the gi+ of the Holy 

Spirit and who were sent out by Jesus with the special mission 

of forgiving sins on that first Easter Sunday (see John 20:19-23). 

In time, the Catholic Tradition also recognize Saint Paul and 

Saint Barnabas as apostles, recognizing that they also shared 

the mandate of going out in the Lord’s name to pray, to bless, 

and to preach. In 2016, during the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Fran-

cis raised the liturgical celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene to 

the rank of feast, recognizing that she also received a special 

mandate to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ resurrection to 

the Eleven, becoming the “apostle to the apostles.” In a particu-

lar way, the bishops continue the mission of the apostles in our 

own time. 

When we think of the word disciple, we see that it has a very 

di%erent meaning. Rather than referring to those who were sent 

out to carry on the mission of Jesus, disciple literally means 

“student” or, more specially, an “apprentice learner.” The task 

of the disciple is to learn and integrate into their lives the teach-

ings, values, and way of life of their master teacher. Although a 

disciple might be called on to explain or represent aspects of 

their life, in light of the teachings they receive from this master 

teacher, Christian discipleship is ultimately about living our 

lives with faith and integrity, guided by the life and mission of 

Jesus, our Master Teacher. The call to discipleship is the com-

mon vocation of all Christians.  

©LPi 

Q & A 

Monday, January 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

8:45 AM - Rose Lupo, req. by Joan Matson 

Tuesday, January 5 - St. John Neumann, Bishop 

8:45 AM - Elizabeth O’Connor, req. by Virginia Tyhacz 

Wednesday, January 6 

8:45 AM - Ellen Krebs, req. by Christine & Bob Eginton 

Thursday, January 7 

8:45 AM - Felipe Uribe, req. by Gloria Patricia Sanchez 

Friday, January 8 

6:45 AM - Joseph Ventura, req. by Anna Verlezza  

Saturday, January 9 

8:00 AM -  Intentions of our Parishioners 

5:00 PM - James McDermott, req. by Jeannie Loewengart 

Sunday, January 10 - The Epiphany of the Lord 

7:30 AM - George Nault, req. by his family 

9:00 AM - Helen Fiddner, req. by Suzanne & Paul Holko 

11:00 AM - Doris Maynard, req. by friends 

5:00 PM -  Rocco Vicini, req. by Matt & Maureen Farrell 
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MEADOWLAND 
OF CARMEL

1952 Rt. 6, Carmel, N.Y.
845-225-8468

Operated by the Volz Family
www.meadowlandofcarmel.com

Anne H. Lynn, 
M.S. CCC-A, FAAA

Licensed & Certified 
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service

Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.

203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E

Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

State Farm®

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services
Parishioner

Rosemary Butler - Agent
46 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776
ph#: 860-210-9020
fax#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home, 
Small Business and Life Ins.

VILLAGE
 Liquor Shop

850 Federal Road, Brookfield, CT
Tel: 203-775-0443

COLDEST BEER &
NEW WALK - IN COOLER
Thank you for supporting us.

Parishioner/Owner

“Your Best 
Deal on Wheels”

Computer Alignment & Balancing
Brakes • Lube & Oil • Shocks • Struts

794 Federal Rd., Brookfield
Phone (203) 775-1976

Open 7 Days

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801
203-241-9300

THIS SPACE IS

Your Full Service
 Travel Agency

203-429-5589
Call or stop by for assistance in planning 

your cruise or land vacation.

67 Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804

www.cruiseshipcenters.com/900221

                          @/ ECSC Broofield

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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The Genuine. The Original.

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield
549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD

Phone 203-740-7691
www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and  

Garage Doors for almost a Century

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD
203-426-0500 • www.pleasantdental.net

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT 203-748-2131

Green Funeral Home
Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

www.brookfieldwine.com

BROOKFIELD
Cleaners & Tailors

Tuxedo Rentals & Sales

28 Old Rt. 7, Brookfield, CT 06804

(203) 775-6183

We want your garbage!
4, 6, 10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.

Construction/Cleanup Containers
203-426-8870

www.associatedrefuse.com

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
FULL SERVICE

860-354-4303 • 203-790-1406 

 JENNINGSOIL.COM
HTG 391968    HOD 156 & 1164

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com

honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

Debra Tricarico
associate real estate broker

e-pro,gri,sres
67 Federal Rd. | Brookfield, CT 

914-469-2617 Cell
debratricarico@bhhsNE.com

This Space 
is Available

This Space 
is Available

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.


