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PARISH STAFF 

Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor 

Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Rev. Lawrence F. Carew, Non-Resident Priest 

FrCarew@diobpt.org 

Deacon Je�rey J. Font 

DcnJe�@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr. 

Dcnlou@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon Peter J. Kuhn 

DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Deacon William J. Shaughnessy 

DcnBill@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary 

RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator 

PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant 

KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper 

chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com 

David Kendall, Director of Music 

Music Director@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Arianna Carlo, Choir Director 

Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator 

rortega@ctunitedyouth.com 

  

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 203.775.1035  Fax: 203.775.1684 

Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com 

Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com 

                    Mail: 163 Whisconier Road 

 Brookfield, CT 06804 

O�ice Open 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday 

Emergencies: (203)209-4908 

 

REVISED MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil – 5:00 PM 

Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

 

Monday-Saturday - 8:00 AM Only 

 

In-Church seating for weekend Masses is by 

reservation only via the Parish Website. 

Reservations open Wednesday. 

       Weekday Masses: Sign in on arrival. 

All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website  

 

CONFESSIONS:      Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM  

Saturday: 3:45-4:45 PM 

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION 

We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass – following the 

closing hymn – and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for 

Peace: in our World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also 

pray the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and 

reparation in our Church. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism – The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays 

at 12:30 PM. A Pre-Baptism class is required for both parents 

prior to the Baptism of their first child. Register with the Parish 

O%ice: 203.775.1035. 

 

Marriage – Weddings generally are celebrated on Friday 

evening or Saturday a+ernoons and must be scheduled at least 

six months in advance. Please do not make final arrangements 

for your reception prior to contacting the Parish O�ice. 

 

R.C.I.A. – Interested in becoming a Catholic? Call the Parish 

O%ice. 

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY  

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH AND 

COMFORT:  Bill Schappert, Jennie Savona, Bill Manton, 

Theresa Von Thaden, John Rooney, Giovanna Roberto, Fr. Nick 

Cirillo, and Alberta Gregus. 

  

FOR THE PROTECTION AND SAFE RETURN OF THOSE SERVING 

IN THE ARMED FORCES:  Joshua Jugler, Michael Ayala Lopez, 

Kurt Mann and Michael Moreira.   
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Sunday, Feb 28, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Go all in 

Erin became a Roman Catholic in midlife. When asked why, she 

says she tried fiercely to make life work according to her plan. Erin 

told God many times how it should go, attempting to persuade the 

powers that be to see it her way. Then one day God replied: My 

plan for you is so beautiful, wonderful, elegant. Why not try it in-

stead? When Erin celebrated the Rites for Candidates for Full Com-

munion on a Lenten Sunday just like this one, she found the joy 

she was missing. Pray for this year’s candidates—and for candi-

dates for years to come. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Romans 8:31b

-34; Mark 9:2-10 (26). “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

 

Monday, Mar 01, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Mercy me! 

Pope Francis called mercy the “beating heart of the gospel.” Mercy 

is forbearance, divine favor, compassionate treatment of the dis-

tressed and undeserving. It’s another word for God’s love. Consid-

er showing devotion to it by reciting the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, a 

rosary-based prayer that was received by Saint Faustina, a Polish 

nun in the 1930s, through visions of Jesus. Divine Mercy Sunday is 

celebrated the week a3er Easter, but many make the Chaplet part 

of their regular Lenten practice by reciting it every day at 3 p.m. 

(the traditional hour of Christ’s death).  

TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38 (230). “Be merci-

ful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 

Tuesday, Mar 02, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Celebrate humble history 

Women’s History Month celebrates well-known women but also 

unsung heroines. How appropriate, then, that today is the feast of 

Agnes of Bohemia, a lesser-known saint. First cousin of Elizabeth of 

Hungary—and descendent of Good King Wenceslaus—Agnes came 

upon her vocation naturally. She built a hospital for the poor, a 

Franciscan friary, and a monastery for Poor Clare nuns. When she 

also became a nun and was urged to become abbess, she referred 

to herself only as “senior sister.” She continued to cook for her 

sisters and mend the clothing of lepers rather than live a royal life. 

Celebrate the unsung heroines in your life. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12 (231). 

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

 

Wednesday, Mar 03, 2021 

KATHARINE DREXEL, RELIGIOUS FOUNDER 

We have work to do 

Katharine Drexel (1858-1955) is a saint for our time. Born into a 

successful Philadelphia banking family, she used her wealth to 

improve the lives of others. Her Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 

devoted their lives to education of Native and African Americans, 

building more than 100 schools in cities, rural areas, and on reser-

vations. Though Katharine and her sisters at times faced criticism, 

endured racist taunts, and were threatened by the Ku Klux Klan, 

they remained steadfast in their mission. Patron saint of racial 

justice and philanthropy, Saint Katharine epitomizes the sacrifice 

of the Blessed Sacrament. How will you commit your own life to 

making the world more just? 

WEDNESDAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28 

(232). “Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?” 

 

Thursday, Mar 04, 2021 

CASIMIR, PATRON SAINT OF POLAND 

Grace under pressure 

Saint Casimir seemed destined for riches and power, but this patron 

saint of Poland, called the Peacemaker, took a di?erent path. Born 

in 1458 to the king and queen of Poland, he was a devout, ascetic 

child. At age 14 his father had him lead an army to install himself as 

king of Hungary, but with an overpowering enemy and troops begin-

ning to desert, Casimir instead returned home. His furious father 

exiled him, but Casimir would never again take up arms. Rejecting 

violence when those around you embrace it can take great inner 

strength. Cultivate an inner compass that can pursue peace despite 

pressure. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31 (233). “Blessed 

is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD.” 

 

Friday, Mar 05, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE 

Pray for besieged people everywhere 

Prayer is our life with God. Sometimes we carve out a particular time 

during the day, and sometimes there are specific words, images, or 

experiences that help us be more aware of or express our relation-

ship with God. And so of course during Lent prayer is one of the pil-

lars, along with fasting and almsgiving, that help us turn to God. On 

today’s 2021 Day of Prayer, an ecumenical observance, we are invit-

ed to “Build on a strong foundation.” This theme comes from the 

women of Vanuatu, an island hit by Cyclone Harold in 2020. Despite 

the perils they faced—and we’ve all faced in a year of pandemic—the 

message of today’s prayer is one of confidence in God’s steadfast-

ness and the rock of faith. Unite in prayer for healing and recovery. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Matthew 21:33

-43, 45-46 (234). “The kingdom of God will be . . . given to a people 

that will produce its fruit.” 

 

Saturday, Mar 06, 2021 

LENTEN WEEKDAY 

Sibling rivalry of biblical proportions 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son could as easily be called the Parable 

of the Bitter Brother. The story might have ended with the celebra-

tion at the return of the repentant prodigal. But instead we are le3 

to ponder the feelings of the “good son,” the obedient one who fol-

lowed all the rules but never got a party thrown in his honor. It’s a 

very human story, reenacted in nearly every family in one form or 

another. “Mother always liked you best.” “You were Dad’s favorite.” 

“All we ever did was bail you out of trouble.” Will the bitter brother 

in the gospel story reconcile? Has bitterness or division in your own 

family been reconciled? Consider being the reconciler who brings it 

about. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (235). 

“Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your 

orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my 

friends.” 

�
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Q & A 

Question:  In today’s digital world, do we really need to be face-to-

face with a priest to confess our sins? Would Facetime or Zoom 

ever be allowed?   

Answer:  The question of whether or not Catholics can celebrate 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation virtually (via social media, by 

phone, or in some other way) is a question that has actually been 

around for several years. The recent COVID-19 pandemic brought 

the question back in a new way, especially as many parishes were 

forced to introduce a sort of “social distanced” confession, with 

the sacrament being celebrated outdoors.  

 In reflecting on this question, however, there are a couple 

points that we want to keep in mind. First, as the Code of Canon 

Law observes in di/erent places, the faithful have a right to the 

sacraments of the Church and the Church’s ministers have a re-

sponsibility to make them accessible. At the same time, however, 

we always have to be sure that we respect the nature of the sacra-

ments themselves.  

 Although modern forms of technology and communication 

can help us in our work of evangelization catechesis, the Pontifical 

Council for Social Communication has reminded us that, “Virtual 

reality is no substitute for the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucha-

rist, the sacramental reality of the other sacraments, and shared 

worship in a flesh and blood human community. There are no sac-

raments on the internet” (The Church and the Internet, no. 9).  

Although our encounters with others on the internet and via social 

media can be considered “real” in one sense, in the sacraments we 

encounter Christ in a personal and ecclesial way. It is never just a 

private experience but is always grounded in the life of the Church 

and this means that it must truly be personal, including the con-

tact between the confessor and the penitent. While the conven-

ience or ease of online celebrations might be appealing for many 

reasons, at heart, we always want to keep in mind the fullness of 

the Church’s tradition and the meaning of the sacraments.  

©LPi 

Men’s Themed Retreat Day  

Saturday, March 13, 2021 

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (ET) 

Holy Family Retreat Team  

During these months of isolation and separation, we have felt 

a longing to gather together as a community.  Many of us are 

struggling with loneliness and mourning a sense of normalcy 

in our lives. Join us as we come together to process this experi-

ence on our journey of reconnection. Together We Rise – as a 

community of Christ’s followers and as interdependent human 

beings.   

This program will be o%ered online via the Zoom platform. 

Information on how to access the program will be provided to 

participants in their registration confirmation email. Click here 

to view program schedule.  

O'ering: $95 - More if you can, less if you can’t.  Register NOW: 

 

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/calendar/men-08#Register 
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WEEKEND OF FEB. 20-21, 2021 

Sunday O4ertory . . . . . . . . . . $8,533.50 

(Includes $4,312.50 from Online Giving) 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILITION 

TUESDAYS—7:00-8:00 PM 

SATURDAYS—3:45-4:45 PM 

(Confessions end promptly at 4:45 PM to give Father time to  

prepare for Mass.  Please allow extra time.) 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 

Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession 

explores the grace and 

healing o�ered in Confes-

sion and shows how this 

sacrament of mercy reveals 

the depth and bounty of 

God’s love. By looking at 

God’s revelation of his mer-

cy in Scripture and making 

a step-by-step examination of the Rite itself, Forgiven 

communicates God’s invitation to each one of us to come 

experience His indescribable love in the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation. This 5-part video series will be led by Father 

O’Neill via Zoom on Wednesday evenings from February 

24 thru March 31, 6:30 to 7:30 PM.  Register in advance 

with Fr. O’Neill at pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE A DAILY APOLOGETICS  

LESSON FROM CATHOLIC ANSWERS EACH DAY IN 

LENT.  TOPICS TO BE COVERED INCLUDE: 

�� How was Jesus a prophet? 

�� What will happen to those who never hear of Jesus? 

�� What is a miracle? 

�� How can I join or help someone join the Catholic Church? 

�� How did the Church begin? 

�� What did the Early Church Fathers believe about the Eucha-

rist? 

GO TO: https://www.catholic.com/Lenten-Series?

Lenten_Apologetics_Series 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 

40 Days to Grace and Glory 

This Lent, we invite you to journey with Dr. Tim Gray by 

signing up for Daily Lenten Reflections. Each day you will 

receive in your inbox a short video which features Dr. Gray 

commenting on the daily Mass readings, explaining the 

Scriptures, and providing you with concrete ideas on how 

to apply them to your Christian life. Available free of 

charge at FORMED.org/Lent 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~    ~ 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

FRIDAYS IN LENT  

YOUTH STATIONS AT 6:30 PM 

ADULTS AT 7:00 PM 

Reservations are not required. 

Please sign in on arrival and choose a seat in the 

center sections. Wear a mask and be mindful of  

social distancing. 

Order online at  

www.facebook.com/KofC11913 

Crosses are $15 each—Pre-Order Only 

Order by Palm Sunday and 

Pick up on Good Friday at 

St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 

More Information at www.stjosephbrookfield.com 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PALM CROSS 

FUNDRAISER 

We Stand with Christ�

A Campaign for �

The Diocese of Bridgeport�

�

www.westandwithchrist.org�

The We Stand with Christ campaign of the Diocese of 

Bridgeport, conducted in 2019, is a forward-looking 

initiative to provide sustainable funding for Catholic 

Education, Pastoral Ministries and Catholic Charities 

at the diocesan level while supporting capital pro-

jects and other needs in the local parishes.  Following 

Is an update on campaign statistics for our parish: 

��Parish Goal:     $1,361,661 

��Pledges:    $1,476,069  (108%) 

��Collected to Date:  $604,754 

��Disbursed to Date: $199,889 

 

On behalf of our Diocese and St. Joseph Parish, we 

thank you again for your generous support of the We 

Stand with Christ campaign. As a gentle reminder, 

parishioners’ pledge payments are due quarterly. 
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PARISH MINISTRIES  

Liturgy  

Altar Servers    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035 

Choir Director - Arianna Carlo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035  

Faith Formation and Sacraments  

Religious Education  Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . . . . 203.775.1035, ext. 107  

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.775.1035 

Scheduling Baptisms – Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . . 203.775.1035, ext. 101  

Marriage Scheduling/Prep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.1035 

Prayer & Devotion  

Men’s Retreat – Mr. Peter Brady  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203.740.1243  

Women’s Retreat – Mrs. Barb Roeder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.740.9428  

Men of St. Joseph  

 Jim Ste4en . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203.775.8676  

 George Lauri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775-1531 

Parish Councils and Administration  

Parish Council – Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman. . . . . . . . . . . .917.514.5974  

Finance Council – Mr. Frank Cavalea, Chairman. . . . . . . . .203.482.5563  

Other Ministries & Organizations  

8

th

 Station Bereavement Ministry  

  Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203-775-9138  

  Mrs. Pat Tharrington. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203-775-4836  

Knights of Columbus – Mr. Patrick Jennings  . . . . . . . . . . .203.240.2425  

Mary-Martha Ministry – Mrs. Pat Font . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203.775.2335  

Women’s Reflection & Prayer Group – Mrs. Barb Roeder . 203.740.9428  

Outreach to Sick/Shut-In – Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT .. 203.794.1486   
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Monday, March 1 

8:00 AM - Intentions of our Parishioners 

Tuesday, March 2 

8:00 AM - Special Intention, req. by Ronnie Gray 

Wednesday, March 3 

8:00 AM - Intentions of Michael & Nora Gray, req. by Ronnie 

Gray 

Thursday, March 4 

8:00 AM - Vincent Nelson, req. by his family 

Friday, March 5 

8:00 AM - Alma and Manny Granja, req. by Joan Cushnie 

Saturday, March 6 

8:00 AM -  Silverio Scotti, req. by Anna Verlezza 

5:00 PM - Jim Stewart, req. by the Lauri family 

Sunday, March 7 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

7:30 AM - Eamon Harding, req. by Anne & Stephen Harding 

9:00 AM - Noreen Kennedy, req. by Betty Stahl 

11:00 AM - Charles Thibodeau, req. by Lou May Avallone 

         Thank You! 

 

The Knights of Columbus and the Red 

Cross would like to thank the donors 

and volunteers who contributed to our 

February 14 blood drive. Despite the 

cold and snow, the drive was a suc-

cess .  A total of 43 productive units 

were collected.  Every unit collected 

will a&ect three life’s, potentially saving 129 lives right 

here in Connecticut.  

HOLY WATER 

FOR THE COVID ERA 

Our parish has installed two  

contactless Holy Water dispensers 

near the exit doors at the rear of 

the church. Simply hold your hand 

under the dispenser and it will 

deposit a small amount of Holy 

Water into your palm. 

Clothing Donation Shed Reopens 

 Our gently used clothing  

donation shed in the lower 

parking lot has reopened 

after an extended closure for 

pandemic-related reasons. 

 Through St. Joseph’s 

partnership with St. Pauly 

Textile, Inc., clothing dona-

tions are distributed to needy 

people in our community and 

in developing countries around the world.  A small box on the 

shed holds clothing drop-off receipts for people who wish to 

make a tax-deductible donation. Not only does the program 

cost St. Joe’s nothing, the parish is paid 4 cents per pound of 

clothing collected by St. Pauly.   

 Please wrap clothing donations in plastic bags to prevent 

mold or damage from the elements.  Thank you. 

BANANA BREAD 
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Anne H. Lynn, 
M.S. CCC-A, FAAA

Licensed & Certified 
Clinical Audiologist

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Service

Custom Earmold Products
Participating w/most Health Ins.

203-304-9744
107 Church Hill Rd., Ste. 2E

Sandy Hook, CT
annehear711@gmail.com

State Farm®

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services
Parishioner

Rosemary Butler - Agent
46 Danbury Road

New Milford, CT 06776
ph#: 860-210-9020
fax#: 860-210-0382

toll free#: 1-866-216-1146
rosemary@butlersfagent.com

Call Us For Auto Home, 
Small Business and Life Ins.

“Your Best 
Deal on Wheels”

Computer Alignment & Balancing
Brakes • Lube & Oil • Shocks • Struts

794 Federal Rd., Brookfield
Phone (203) 775-1976

Open 7 Days

Psalm 91: 4
John 11: 25

Hebrews 12: 1-2

Aiello Roofing
& Remodeling Co, LLC

Serving Fairfield County 35 Years

860-350-3801
203-241-9300

THIS SPACE IS

Your Full Service
 Travel Agency

203-429-5589
Call or stop by for assistance in planning 

your cruise or land vacation.

67 Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804

www.cruiseshipcenters.com/900221

                          @/ ECSC Broofield

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

This Space 
is Available

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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The Genuine. The Original.

Overhead Door Company of Brookfield
549 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD

Phone 203-740-7691
www.overheaddoorbrookfield.com

Living the Legacy Since 1921
Raising Expectations and  

Garage Doors for almost a Century

DENNIS TEEKING, DMD, MAGD
203-426-0500 • www.pleasantdental.net

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

57 Main Street
Danbury, CT 203-748-2131

Green Funeral Home
Proudly Caring For Families Since 1935

Burials, Cremations, Pre-arrangements, Monuments and Inscriptions

www.brookfieldwine.com

BROOKFIELD
Cleaners & Tailors

Tuxedo Rentals & Sales

28 Old Rt. 7, Brookfield, CT 06804

(203) 775-6183

We want your garbage!
4, 6, 10, 12/15, 20 & 30 cu. yd.

Construction/Cleanup Containers
203-426-8870

www.associatedrefuse.com

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
FULL SERVICE

860-354-4303 • 203-790-1406 

 JENNINGSOIL.COM
HTG 391968    HOD 156 & 1164

Daniel T. Honan - Funeral Director, Manager
www.honanfh.com

honanfuneralhome@sbcglobal.net

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1903

58 Main Street, Newtown, Connecticut 06470
203-426-2751

Debra Tricarico
associate real estate broker

e-pro,gri,sres
67 Federal Rd. | Brookfield, CT 

914-469-2617 Cell
debratricarico@bhhsNE.com

This Space 
is Available

This Space 
is Available

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.


